


Home Style

The lake — and cliff — view from the Semmeimann weekend home is what drew them back 1o the site that was devastated by fire in 2011
Not one but two Green Egg grils, below, in an outdoor kitchen make It easy for Marc and Susan to feed a crowd on their patio.

HE GIVING HOUS

There's a reason the Semmelmann
family embraces every day with
thanksgiving — and throws open
their Possum Kingdom Lake house at
the slightest excuse for celebration.

By Babs Rodriguez  Photos by Ralph Lauer

|f a house were built on a foundation of
eve r gratitude, it is the Possum Kingdom

Lake home of Marc and Susan Semmelmann.

Susan likes to quote California author Sarah Ban Breathnach:
“Every time we remember to say ‘thank you,” we experience
nothing less than heaven on earth.” It’s a sentiment that could
explain the couple’s connection to the getaway they designed and
built in one long exhalation of thankfulness.

The lakeshore location long has been special to the family, whose
primary home is in Decatur. The rustic cabin that first stood there

— among the first built on the lake — had been their escape from

workaday cares since they bought it in 2005. When Palo Pinto

Y s
County wildfires leveled more than 200 houses near or on the lake Susan and Marc Semmeimann take any opportunity 1o share a day in the sun with friends and fomily — and their dog Buster.
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